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❷ 

❶ 
The lifeless body of Christina McNeal was found in 
her father’s apartment the morning of June 16, 
1998. Her father, Barton (Bart) McNeil called 
911 (Listen to 911 call or read transcript here). He 
attempted to perform CPR but to no avail. 
Paramedics arrived and confirmed the worst: three-
year-old Christina had died.  
 
After the initial shock fades Bart notices 
that something is just not right. The fan that had 
been securely propped in the window the night 
before when Bart tucked in his precious daughter, 
was now laying on the floor and the blinds that 
were hanging orderly in the window were now in 
disarray. As he quizzically looks further, he notices 
small cuts in the window screen just above the 
latches that lock the screen into its frame and he 
can’t help but come to a startling theory. Bart calls 
911 back to ask for their help as he now believes 
that his daughter must have been killed by an 
intruder who gained access through the window 
and he’s certain he knows who the intruder is. 
 

Incredibly, it takes numerous calls on Bart’s behalf, 
imploring the police to return, to get them to show 
up and investigate further. To hear him desperately 

pleading with the 911 dispatch, click here: first series; 

second series: or to read the transcripts, click here, 

first 911 Call and second  911 Call. You can hear the 
blatant cavalier-ness with which the police respond; 
one detective can actually be heard saying, “What 
the hell is his problem?” When they finally do arrive, 
Bart explains why he is certain that Christina’s death 
had been a murder, directing them to the window fan 
that had been securely affixed in the ground floor 
bedroom window and was now on the floor. He 
points out the two holes cut in the screen right above 
the latches, which were now unlatched and a scuff 
below the window and trampled plants outside his 
front window next to his porch."  
 

❸ 

                                                How does an innocent man go 

from tragically losing his daughter, mysteriously in the middle of the 

night, to being convicted of murdering his only child? 

Personal Contact: Chris Ross      
c: 619-867-8750 

rossTLS@sbcglobal.net 
 

To watch the Case Brief Video: click here 

https://soundcloud.com/wglt/suspect-convictions-911-call-first-call
http://freebart.org/wp-content/uploads/2012/02/911-Calls-Initial-Call-06-16-1998.docx
http://freebart.org/wp-content/uploads/2012/02/Bart-calls-PD-later.wma
http://freebart.org/wp-content/uploads/2012/02/Bart-calls-PD-later-pt.-2.wma
http://freebart.org/wp-content/uploads/2012/02/911-Calls-Additional-Part-1-of-2.docx
http://freebart.org/wp-content/uploads/2012/02/911-Calls-Additional-Part-2-of-2.docx
mailto:rossTLS@sbcglobal.net
https://www.dropbox.com/s/ybtuhhuq9kgxbdv/Case%20Brief%20Video%20with%20Misook.mp4?dl=0
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Coincidentally, or not, Bart was to give victim 

impact testimony for an assault Misook 

committed against him and Christina that she was 

convicted of in February 1998. Misook was 

scheduled to be sentenced on June 17th,  with the 

prospect of being given jail time precisely and 

ironically the same day Barton was arrested for 

the murder of his daughter and because of such, 

no testimony was able to be given.  

      

     This is where things start to turn noticeably sideways. The officers on the scene notice so-called “undisturbed     

     cobwebs” in the window sill and begin acting as though they’d stumbled onto the clue of the century.    

     Reporter Edith Brady-Lunny1 explains more about the spider webs in her article for The Pantagraph, “Inmate       

       argues for DNA tests to clear murder charges.” 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

                                                           
1 For more information regarding the McNeil’s horrific ordeal, click here to read crime & court articles in The 
Pantagraph by Edith Brady-Lunny, an award winning journalist and author. She has been covering the Bart’s 
wrongful conviction since 2010. 

❹

 

 
  

 

The Recipe for Disaster 
      The ingredients for a wrongful conviction: 
 

 A prosecutor with a history and pattern of misconduct, whose occurrences are still coming to light. 
See “It’s time to prosecute the prosecutors,” by Liz Franklin, CEO & founder of Wrongful 
Convictions News 

 A police department that only investigates, on average, one to two murders a year. How good can 
they be at it? 

 A cunning psychopathic ex-girlfriend who has committed another “indirect retaliatory” murder; a 
very specific and rare type of murder.  

 

❺ 

❻ 

Bart told the police about the pattern of 

stalking and violence directed at him and his 

daughter by Misook Nowlin; and how he had 

finally ended the abusive relationship with, 

what turned out to be, a volatile break-up at 

Avanti’s Restaurant, the night before the 

murder. Bart was convinced that Misook had 

murdered Christina as some sort of twisted 

revenge for him having broken up with her. 

(Read the police report narrative 6-17-98 of 

Avanti's Restaurant.) If Bart’s theory sounds a 

little far-fetched—not so fast—his theory 

would be validated 10 years later. 

 

Two notable things happen here:  

1) The authorities are wrong about their assumptions of cobwebs (click here) and;  

2) They ultimately destroyed whatever evidence there might have been while trying to document     

and collect it (click here for video). 

 

https://www.pantagraph.com/news/local/crime-and-courts/inmate-argues-for-dna-tests-to-clear-murder-charges/article_33c354b7-911d-5bb2-8a9e-3de5632fba63.html
https://www.pantagraph.com/news/local/crime-and-courts/inmate-argues-for-dna-tests-to-clear-murder-charges/article_33c354b7-911d-5bb2-8a9e-3de5632fba63.html
https://wrongfulconvictionsnews.webnode.com/article-links/
https://wrongfulconvictionsnews.webnode.com/l/its-time-to-prosecute-the-prosecutors/
http://freebart.org/wp-content/uploads/2012/02/Police-Narrative-6-17-98-of-Avantis-Restaurant-Employees.pdf
https://wrongfulconvictionsnews.webnode.com/cobweb/
https://youtu.be/yvG__fy37ys
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During the course of a two hour interview with several 

different officers on the evening of June 16th, Bart 

discussed, in great detail, countless events and 

circumstances related to his ill-fated relationship with 

Misook that led up to his breaking up with her, all 

which was easily verifiable and could be corroborated 

with minimal effort—all also consistent with Barton’s 

near certainty that Misook killed his child. Bart gave the 

detailed timeline as to the months, weeks, days, and 

hours leading up to Christina's death. Having filled in 

the detectives on all of this crucial information, Barton 

was certain that Misook would be arrested within 

hours. He was certain she had to have been smothered 

to death since he did not hear anything. It was about 

this time that is was determined by the coroner that 

three-year-old Christina had been smothered to death. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

           

Bart’s response to these questions:  

I've been asked these questions many times. Though 

the decision was largely my own, there were a 

number of critical factors in play at the time I gave up 

my 

right to a jury trial and opted for a bench. Foremost 

influencing my choice for a bench trial was the 

State's pretrial motion seeking to bar from my 

presumed-jury trial, any defense presentation of 

evidence regarding my estranged girlfriend, Misook 

Nowlin, whose responsibility for Christina's killing 

was otherwise transparently obvious. From where I 

sat, police and prosecutors seemed hell-bent on 

keeping Nowlin from being implicated in my 

daughter's murder, much to my horror. Saddled with 

an unenthusiastic Public Defender-attorney... (Click 

here to continue reading about Bart’s decision for a 

bench trial).

The next day Bart returned to the Bloomington 

Police Department to provide more information 

about Misook. Unfortunately, it was all for naught, 

for unbeknownst to Bart, he was already on a fast-

track to a guilty verdict in the murder of his own 

daughter. This interrogation wore on for seven hours 

until it culminated with Barton’s arrest; with Bart 

adamant about his innocence and Misook's guilt at 

all times. 

 
 
 
 

❽ 

                                                             Why did you opt for a bench trial rather 
than a jury trial? Was this your decision or your lawyer's and what was your 
thinking behind it? Do you think it would've turned out differently if you had 
a jury? 

❼ 

https://wrongfulconvictionsnews.webnode.com/timeline/
https://wrongfulconvictionsnews.webnode.com/bench-trial-or-jury/
https://wrongfulconvictionsnews.webnode.com/bench-trial-or-jury/
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During interviews with authorities, including 
police detective Larry Shepherd (who also 
happened to be the lead detective in Christina’s 
murder investigation) Michelle recounted how 
Misook had also committed a smothering attack 
upon her while threatening to kill her in the same 
manner in which Christina had been killed; by 
pinching closed Michelle’s nose while covering her 
mouth with her other hand.  Christina’s 
smothering injuries were wholly consistent with 
the manner in which Michelle had been 
smothered by Misook. (Read in Michelle’s own 
words how her mother, Misook Nowlin, Beat her in 
the official Police Report). 

 

Weeks after Bart’s arrest, Misook was arrested again, 

for yet another domestic violence. This time she was 

arrested for a violent beating attack inflicted on her 

own daughter, Michelle—an offense committed while 

she had just begun her probation for the prior domestic 

battery conviction against Christina and Bart. Her 

attack of Michelle occurred in August 1998; just two 

months after Christina’s murder. 

Additionally, the defense essentially had no 

operating budget hence could not even retain 

one expert witness nor was there a defense 

pathologist to examine the victim before her 

body was cremated just days after the crime 

took place. Given that Christina was indeed 

murdered in Barton’s home, while in his care, 

the above order barring any defense 

presentation of evidence incriminating to 

Misook, meant that Barton could present no 

evidence consistent with his actual innocence.   

With little objection from Barton’s grossly 

inept appointed public defenders, prosecutors 

managed to get the court to suppress all 

evidence relating to Misook, ruling upon a 

favorable Motion of Limine, despite her long 

history of violence, her criminal record, and 

the litany of events and circumstances 

discussed above.  After said ruling, Barton’s 

future wrongful conviction was now a 

foregone conclusion. What this court ruling 

meant was, Barton could present no evidence 

of his certainty of Misook’s guilt to a jury, 

leaving him literally defenseless. 

 

 

❿ 

⓫ 

❾ 

http://freebart.org/wp-content/uploads/2012/02/Beating-of-Misooks-Daughter-Michelle-Nowlin-ten-weeks-after-Christina-McNeil-murder.pdf
http://freebart.org/wp-content/uploads/2012/12/Memorandum-of-Law-Concerning-Admissability-of-Evidence-Which-Suggests-Guilt-of-Another-12-28-98.pdf
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Other links to the Bart McNeil Case: 

 

Listen to Bart’s entire case in the podcast Suspect Convictionsi, as Scott Reeder explores, in great detail, the 1998 

murder of 3-year-old Bloomington girl Christina McNeil. Her father, Barton McNeil, was convicted of the crime 

but says his ex-girlfriend was the real killer—the same woman who 13 years later was convicted in a second 

McLean County murder.  

Currently, the Illinois Innocence Project and the Exoneration Project2, have joined forces to fight the post-

conviction legal battle on Bart’s behave. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

                                                           
2 A free legal clinic at the prestigious University of Chicago Law School dedicated to representation of the wrongfully convicted. 

http://www.wrongfulconvictionsnews.webnode.com                                                                                       Freebart.org 
 
wrongfulconvictionnews@gmail.com                                                                                uis.edu/illinoisinnocenceproject 
 
exonerationproject.org                                                                                              https://www.facebook.com/FreeBart/ 
 
 
 

By default Barton would be found 

guilty.  Moreover, since the court ruling only 

concerned what a jury could hear, Barton was 

effectively barred from having a trial by 

jury.  After all, what good is a jury trial when the 

defense is barred from presenting any evidence 

in a supposed truth-finding adversarial process? 

As it turns out, Misook’s assault on Christina and 

Bart would be just the tip of her murderous 

iceberg. Ten years later she committed and was 

convicted of the murder of her mother-in-law, 

Linda Tyda Wenlan—likely using the same method 

she used on Christina and her own daughter, 

Michelle, by pinching her nose closed while covering 

her mouth with her other hand so that she could not 

scream out. 

 

This murder was also the same rare type of murder 

called “indirect retaliatory” murder, according to 

John Douglas, FBI founder of the BAU Unit in 

Quantico. The type of murder is characterized by 

killing the loved one of the person at the source of 

their rage instead of the actual person; this way 

they can watch the person suffer the loss. Sadly, 

had Bart not been wrongfully convicted and 

Misook rightfully charged, convicted, and 

imprisoned for the murder of Christina McNeil, 

Linda Tyda would still be alive today.  

 

⓬ 

⓭ 

To read more about the investigations, including a 

failed polygraph exam on Misook’s part, along with 

other official police documents, click here. 

https://www.wglt.org/term/suspect-convictions
http://www.wrongfulconvictionsnews.webnode.com/
http://freebart.org/
mailto:wrongfulconvictionnews@gmail.com
http://www.uis.edu/illinoisinnocenceproject/?fbclid=IwAR1-kcgJIZhgKgL02WOH07l5bbikoQTrhzBAIu-mo1kxW6e-DbH5iIKvV9o
http://exonerationproject.org/?fbclid=IwAR3SjiM-RtTnAT23FwKuofaVXo4TCTf25Ew2ilHYP_4ckyxXwhxE7u-3lRQ
https://www.facebook.com/FreeBart/
https://wrongfulconvictionsnews.webnode.com/polygraph-exam/


Page 6 of 7 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Watch Press Release Video Promo at:  Click Here 

 
i            Monday, October 23, 2017 8:43 AM 

 

GLT Teams With Suspect Convictions 
Podcast to Examine 1998 Bloomington Murder 

 

Contacts: 
Scott Reeder, Suspect Convictions producer, scottreeder1965@gmail.com 
Melissa Libert, WGLT Development Director, (309) 438-2257, mmboehn@ilstu.edu 

 
 

WGLT, Bloomington-Normal’s public media, is partnering with the popular true crime 
podcast Suspect Convictions to explore the 1998 murder of a 3-year-old Bloomington girl, 
Christina McNeil. 

 
Barton McNeil was convicted of killing his daughter, Christina, but has long maintained his 
innocence. He says his ex-girlfriend was the real killer—the same woman who 13 years later was 
convicted in a second McLean County murder. Now serving a life sentence in a southern Illinois 
prison, McNeil is pursuing exoneration with help from the Illinois Innocence Project and the Exoneration  
Project. 

 
Season 2 of Suspect Convictions will focus on the McNeil case. Each episode of Suspect 
Convictions will be broadcast during GLT’s Sound Ideas every Friday at noon and 6 p.m., starting 
Oct. 27. The podcast will also be available through popular apps like Apple iTunes and Stitcher. 
Every episode and additional materials will first be available at WGLT.org. 

 
Suspect Convictions producer Scott Reeder will partner with GLT News Director Emeritus Willis 
Kern on Season 2. The show’s successful first season, chronicling a 1990 Quad Cities murder, 
was a joint production with WVIK Quad Cities 90.3 FM. 

 
“Scott’s partnership with fellow public radio station WVIK in the Quad Cities for the show’s first 
 
 

                                                           

“I believe in Bart’s innocence 
and I know you will, too.” 

—Liz Franklin, CEO & Founder of 

Wrongful Convictions News 

https://www.dropbox.com/s/ybtuhhuq9kgxbdv/Case%20Brief%20Video%20with%20Misook.mp4?dl=0
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season was a great success,” said GLT general manager R.C. McBride. “WGLT is the perfect 
home for this kind of in-depth journalism. I know our audience will look forward to hearing and 
reading the work, and I hope this platform provides an opportunity for the GLT news team’s 
work to find a new audience.” 
 
Reeder is a veteran freelance journalist based in Springfield. 

 
“After 30 years in the news business, I’m honored to work with a journalist of the caliber of 
Willis Kern. He is a man of integrity and skill,” Reeder said. “Together we will explore intricacies 
of the murder of Christina McNeil and provide our listeners with differing perspectives on the 
evidence. We hope to honor the memory of this precious, little girl and help ensure justice is 
done." 

 
GLT’s Sound Ideas, the station’s flagship newsmagazine show, airs at noon and 6 p.m. every 
weekday. It also streams at WGLT.org and is available on the NPR One app. 

 
Suspect Convictions’ first season is available at SuspectConvictions.com.  

 
###                                                                                                                                                               

                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                     
                                                                                                                                                                                                               
 
About WGLT 
 

WGLT public radio is an NPR member station licensed to Illinois State and has been a part of the 
School of Communication since 1997. The station has been honored with scores of regional and 
national awards for excellence by the Associated Press, Kaleidoscope, Public Radio News 
Directors, Inc. and the prestigious Edward R. Murrow awards from the Radio Television Digital 
News Association. Over the decades, support from the University and the community has 
allowed GLT to become a full service public radio station, serving a central Illinois audience 
approaching 30,000 listeners a week at 89.1 FM, as well as a growing digital presence with users  
all over the world via WGLT.org, social media channels and NPR One app. 
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